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DETAILED ACTION 
Double Patenting 

1 . Applicant is advised that sliould claim 1 be found allowable, claim 10 will be 
objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate thereof. When two 
claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both 
cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing 
one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. 
See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

3. Claims 1 -1 0 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
WO/2001/081099 to Horn, published in English as U.S. Patent Application No. 
2002/0122687 to Horn ("Horn"). Note that the features disclosed in WO/2001/08199 will 
be described below with reference to the Horn English publication. 

Regarding claim 1 , Horn teaches a ring binder mechanism comprising: i) a 
housing having a "C" or "U" shaped cross section with spring-elastic bendable flanks 
(see paragraph 2); ii) two carrier rails with inward facing longitudinal edges lying against 
each other forming a linkage axis, and with outward facing longitudinal edges engaging 
in mounting grooves in the housing flanks (see paragraph 2); and ill) at least two half- 
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rings longitudinally spaced apart from each other and rigidly connected with the carrier 
rails, the half-rings extending through openings in the housing walls and pair-wise 
forming rings (see paragraph 2); wherein: i) the carrier rails are limitedly pivotable 
relative to each other about the linkage axis between an open position and a closed 
position upon overcoming the spring force produced by the bending open of the housing 
flanks while taking the half-rings along (see paragraph 2); ii) at least two locking 
elements (blocking elements 32 and 32', as described in paragraph 57) are provided to 
be operable via an actuating element (operating element 1 8) and a tie rod (tension 
members 44 and 44', as described in paragraph 57), which locking elements, in the 
closed position, protrude into a free space formed between the carrier rails and the 
housing wall blocking the pivot movement of the carrier rails (see paragraph 60) and, in 
the open position, free the pivot movement of the carrier rails about the linkage axis 
(see paragraph 61); and iii) the locking elements are pre-tensioned in the direction of 
the closed position under the influence of a closing spnng (see paragraph 7) and 
wherein the tie rod includes a number of engaging elements, preferably dogs, each of 
which respectively being associated with one of the locking elements (see upward bent 
section of leg 50 in fig. 5a). 

Regarding claim 2, Horn teaches the ring binder mechanism of claim 1, wherein 
the tie rod is a piece of wire extending essentially parallel to the linkage axis (see 
paragraph 74). 
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Regarding claim 3, Horn teaches the ring binder mechanism according to claim 
1 , wherein the dogs are bends or offsets on the tie rod (see upward bent section of leg 
50 in fig. 5a). 

Regarding claim 4, Horn teaches the ring binder mechanism of claim 1, wherein 
each ring element is provided with its own locking spring independent of the tie rod (see 
paragraph 57). 

Regarding claim 5, Horn teaches the ring binder mechanism of claim 4, wherein 
the locking springs are leg springs (see paragraph 57). 

Regarding claim 6, Horn teaches the ring binder mechanism of claim 1 , wherein 
only one locking spring is provided, namely engaging the end of the tie rod opposite to 
the actuating element (see paragraph 7). 

Regarding claim 7, Horn teaches the ring binder mechanism of claim 1, wherein 
each locking element includes a receptacle for the corresponding dog of the tie rod and 
is in operative association therewith (see figs. 7c and 7e). 

Regarding claim 8, Horn teaches the ring binder mechanism of claim 1, wherein 
at least one of the locking elements is a pivot element (see paragraph 67). 

Regarding claim 9, Horn teaches the ring binder mechanism of claim 8, wherein 
at least one locking element is held pivotably on one of the two carrier rails and/or on 
the housing (see paragraph 28, teaching that one leg of the blocking spring, to which 
the blocking element is attached, is supported by a fixed mounting point on the housing 
or a carrier rail). 
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Regarding claim 10, Horn teaches a binder with a ring binder mechanism 
comprising: i) a housing having a "C" or "U" shaped cross section with spring-elastic 
bendable flanks (see paragraph 2); ii) two carrier rails with inward facing longitudinal 
edges lying against each other forming a linkage axis, and with outward facing 
longitudinal edges engaging in mounting grooves in the housing flanks (see paragraph 
2); and iii) at least two half-hngs longitudinally spaced apart from each other and rigidly 
connected with the carrier rails, the half-rings extending through openings in the 
housing walls and pair-wise forming rings (see paragraph 2); wherein: i) the carrier rails 
are limitedly pivotable relative to each other about the linkage axis between an open 
position and a closed position upon overcoming the spring force produced by the 
bending open of the housing flanks while taking the half-rings along (see paragraph 2); 
ii) at least two locking elements (blocking elements 32 and 32', as described in 
paragraph 57) are provided to be operable via an actuating element (operating element 
1 8) and a tie rod (tension members 44 and 44'), which locking elements, in the closed 
position, protrude into a free space formed between the carrier rails and the housing 
wall blocking the pivot movement of the carrier rails and, in the open position, free the 
pivot movement of the carrier rails (see paragraph 60) about the linkage axis (see 
paragraph 61); and iii) the locking elements are pre-tensioned in the direction of the 
closed position under the influence of a closing spring (see paragraph 7) and wherein 
the tie rod includes a number of engaging elements, preferably dogs (see upward bent 
section of leg 50 in fig. 5a), each of which respectively being associated with one of the 
locking elements. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: i) U.S. Patent No. 6,276,862 to Snyder (teaching a binder 
mechanism); and ii) U.S. Patent No. 6,036,394 to Cheng (teaching a ring metals with 
linkage locking device). 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JUSTIN V. LEWIS whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5052. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Monica S. Carter can be reached on (571) 272-4475. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/JVL/ 

/Monica S. Carter/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3722 



